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The Eastern Ontario Dairy Days are organized by Dairy Farmers of Ontario through its Dairy
Producer Committees in Ottawa-Carleton,  Glengarry, Prescott and Russell, Frontenac,

Dundas, Ottawa-Carleton, Stormont Grenville, Lanark, Leeds and Renfrew in cooperation
with the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs.
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9:30 am Registration Opens

10:00 am Welcome 

10:15 am
Western Canada Quality Milk Program pg.3
Kelly Mauthe, Alberta Milk

11:00 am
Dairy Cattle Welfare: Identifying a Sustainable Road Forward pg.7    
Dr. Marina vonKeyserlingk, University of British Columbia

12:00 pm Lunch - Visit Exhibits

1:10 pm
Milk Pricing Policy and Influences pg.21
Kristin Benke, DFO

2:00 pm
Taking Advantage of Cost Share Programs pg.24
Pierre-Alain Blais (St-Isidore) and Norma Banford (Kemptville),
OSCIA

2:40 pm
Managing Dairy Herd Inventory pg.27
Craig LeRoy, EastGen

3:10 pm Q & A

3:30 pm Adjourn - Thank you to our sponsors pg.28
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PROGRAM
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In 2006 Kel ly became the mi lk qual i ty special ist  at  Alberta Mi lk.  He has
been on the front l ines of  design and implementat ion of  data gather ing
innovat ion (handheld devices,  barcoding, gps integrat ion),  data
val idat ion and database design and contr ibuted to the harmonizing for
ef f ic iency and ease of  administrat ion of  the Western Mi lk Pool .  He is
responsible for  mi lk qual i ty pol ic ies,  sample test ing programs and mi lk
measurement in Alberta,  including qual i ty penal t ies,  the monthly qual i ty
bonus program and year ly qual i ty awards. He is a member of  the
proAct ion Food Safety Technical  Commit tee

Kelly Mauthe, Member Services Special ist ,  Alberta Milk

Western Milk Pool Progressive Penalty Program

The Western Pool  Mi lk Qual i ty program has undergone change in 2023 to
the PPP (Progressive Penal ty Program) where every load matters in farm
qual i ty standards.  Kel ly wi l l  share Alberta’s exper iences with th is new
approach.

Effect ive January 1,  2023, Alberta
adopted the new Western Mi lk Pool
Progressive Penal ty Program (PPP).
PPP is based on the pr inciple that
mi lk shipped from every bulk tank
not meet ing qual i ty standards resul ts
in a f inancial  penal ty for  the exact
volume of  substandard mi lk shipped.

The PPP provides for pay deduct ions,  and l icence suspensions and
cancel lat ions when a producer ’s mi lk qual i ty does not meet regulatory
standards.  

Frequency of Testing
The Western Mi lk Pool  (WMP) str ives to test  every v iable sample for
bacter ia,  somat ic cel ls,  f reezing point ,  and components.  To maximize the
number of  samples avai lable to be tested the WMP implemented lab test ing
for 6 days a week and enhanced the cour ier  system to reduce sample turn
around t ime.
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Standards for Raw Milk – What tr iggers an Infraction?

Penalty Amount
The WMP PPP has four penal ty levels.  Penal ty rates increase based on
how often a farm has marketed substandard mi lk wi th in the last  ro l l ing 12
months:

Every occurrence over 30 infract ions in a rol l ing 12-month per iod t r iggers a
penal ty plus a suspension:

a) 1st  suspension ( in the past 12 months) is minimum 6 days shut of f  –
    must get a sample into the lab for  test ing in that  6-day per iod to prove 
    the issue is corrected.
b) 2nd suspension ( in the past 12 months) is minimum 12 days shut of f  –
    must get a sample into the lab for  test ing in that  12-day per iod to prove
    the issue is corrected. 
c)  3rd suspension ( in the past 12 months) is minimum 24 days shut of f  –
    must make a request/appeal  to the board in that  24-day per iod.  Board
    may set condi t ions that must be met for  p ickups to resume or choose to
    cancel  l icence. 
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Dr. Marina von Keyserl ingk, Professor NSERC Industrial   
Research Chair in Dairy Catt le Welfare,  
University of Brit ish Columbia

Dr. Marina von Keyser l ingk (Nina) is a Professor and
NSERC Industr ia l  Research Chair  in Animal Welfare at
The Universi ty of  Br i t ish Columbia.  Her
interdiscipl inary approach to research has focused on
ident i fy ing measures and ways of  improving the l ives
of animals under our care.  She is also among the f i rst
in her f ie ld to combine exper imental  and qual i tat ive
methods when addressing animal wel fare issues.

 She has received many awards for her outstanding achievements as an
internat ional  leader working in the f ie ld of  sustainable food animal product ion.
She has publ ished over 350 peer reviewed scient i f ic  papers and is a f requent and
enthusiast ic speaker for  academic and professional  audiences both nat ional ly and
internat ional ly.

Cattle Welfare: Identifying a sustainable road forward
- The case of cow-calf  separation
Marina (Nina) von Keyser l ingk and Daniel  M. Weary

nina@mail .ubc.ca and danweary@mail .ubc.ca
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Krist in Benke jo ined DFO in 2008 and has worked in a
var iety of  areas of  the organizat ion dur ing her t ime with
DFO. She was promoted to the posi t ion of  Chief  Business
Off icer at  DFO in December 2021, and is current ly
responsible for  economics and pol icy,  quota,  and bi l l ing and
payment.She obtained her bachelor ’s degree at  Queen’s
Universi ty in Economics and has a master ’s degree in
economics f rom the Universi ty of  Guelph

Kristin Benke, Chief Business Officer,  Dairy Farmers of Ontario

Milk Pricing and Policy

Pricing
National  Pr ic ing Formula = 50% of the var iat ion in Cost of  Product ion +
50% of the var iat ion in Consumer Pr ice Index ( inf lat ion) = Pr ice
Adjustment in %
National  Pr ic ing Formula appl ies to mi lk sold in Class 1 – 4 annual ly.  

Class 1 – 4 cover 89% of nat ional  but terfat  product ion and 76% of
nat ional  SNF product ion 

Dairy Industry Stakeholders
(producers/processors/grocers/restaurant/consumer) can request the
Canadian Dairy Commission review the resul ts of  the formula and apply
a di f ferent pr ic ing resul t .  
In 2024, the pr ic ing formula resul t  of  1.77% wi l l  apply,  but  has been
delayed to May 1,  2024, instead of  February 1,  2024. 

SNF Ratio Policy  
The pol icy was changed on August 1,  2023 to reduce the t ier  2 pr ice to
better ref lect  the revenue for sol ids-not- fat  produced above 2.0.  These
components are used for the product ion of  dairy ingredients,  and animal
feed. The impact of  the decrease in t ier  2 pr ice is an increase in the
Tier 1 pr ice for  components.  
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The fol lowing table is an example of  th is impact for  August 1,  2023

Production and Market

Processor demand has been strong in P5 through the fal l  and to start
2024. I ts unusual  to have such strong demand in January and February
Butter stocks increased by 2,613 tonnes in December to 27,363 tonnes.
The target stock level  is  35,000 tonnes for July.  
There have been some shi f ts in market demand. P5 quota has increased
by 1.0% in 2023 compared to 2022. A new forecast is being developed
based on more recent t rends. 

NOTES
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Ontario Soil  and Crop Improvement Association
(OSCIA) Programs and Cost-Share Opportunit ies
Pierre-Alain Blais (St- Is idore) & Norma Banford (Kemptvi l le)

January 30, 2024  
The Sustainable Canadian Agricultural  Partnership  (Sustainable CAP) was
launched in Apr i l  2023, enabl ing OSCIA to cont inue providing programming to
support  Ontar io ’s farming community.  OSCIA del ivers both cost-share funding
programs and workshops and webinars under Sustainable CAP Farmers can
register for  workshops at :  www.ontar iosoi lcrop.org/oscia-programs/workshops-
webinars/   

Environmental Farm Plan  (EFP)  workshops cont inue to be of fered as 2-
day, in-person workshops and 1-day Renewal Workshops. There is also an
electronic workbook opt ion for those who are looking to renew i t  in their
own t ime.  Ear ly in 2024 a v i r tual  webinar opt ion for EFP complet ion wi l l  be
developed as an al ternat ive way to complete the EFP.  OSCIA is developing
a vir tual  del ivery opt ion for the EFP targeted to launch in late spr ing 2024.
The vir tual  opt ion wi l l  a l low farmers to part ic ipate onl ine in a workshop
faci l i tated by an OSCIA Workshop Leader.
Commodity speci f ic  Biosecur i ty workshops are of fered as wel l .  General
Livestock,  Poul t ry,  Crops and Hort icul ture,  and Bee Biosecur i ty programs
run in both onl ine webinar and in-person workshop formats.

Norma Banford is a Cl ient  Services Representat ive wi th the OSCIA.
She del ivers workshops and works indiv idual ly wi th c l ients to assist  in
shar ing learning opportuni t ies for  cost  share programs in Eastern
Ontar io.  She presents to local  organizat ions and associat ions on cost
share opportuni t ies and is looking for-ward to discussing these
programs with us.  The value of  these programs resonates wi th her
personal ly as her roots are in the dairy wor ld as her fami ly growing up
had a large registered dairy herd.  Af ter a federal  government career
she returned to the farming community for  her ret i rement.  

In 2024 there are a few cost-share opportuni t ies already announced that could be
ut i l ized by dairy farmers,  informat ion can be found at :
ht tps: / /www.ontar iosoi lcrop.org/cost-share-programs/ 

24 www.eontdairydays.com

Pierre-Alain Blais has been a bi l ingual  customer representat ive and
workshop faci l i tator for  6 years for  the OSCIA. Among his dut ies in
Eastern Ontar io,  he assists producers wi th cost-shared funding
programs of fered by OSCIA and faci l i tates t ra in ing workshops of fered by
the Associat ion in both of f ic ia l  languages. These workshops include the
Environmental  Farm Plan -  which a large major i ty of  dairy producers
have part ic ipated in wi th Pierre-Alain over the past few years -  as wel l
as webinars on l ivestock biosecur i ty,  del ivered by a qual i f ied
veter inar ian.
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The Species at Risk Farm Incentive Program (SARFIP)  a l lows agr icul tural
landowners to undertake habi tat  creat ion,  enhancement and protect ion best
management pract ices (BMPs) that  support  species at  r isk.  The intake for
this program opens Apr i l  1,  2024, and wi l l  c lose when the budget is fu l ly
al located. El ig ib le invoice dates are f rom Apri l  1,  2024, to December 15,
2024. Informat ion is avai lable at :
ht tps: / /programguides.ontar iosoi lcrop.org/program/?cat=species-at-r isk-
farm-incent ive-program.

On Farm Climate Action Fund (OFCAF)  program encourages farmers to
adopt best management pract ices (BMPs) that  store carbon and reduce
greenhouse gases, speci f ical ly in ni t rogen management,  cover cropping,
and rotat ional  grazing systems. These act iv i t ies also provide other
environmental  benef i ts such as improved biodiversi ty and soi l  heal th.
Farmers can apply to Intake 3 of  OFCAF between February 13, 2024, at
9am to February 27, 2024, at  5pm. To claim for th is program, farmers must
part ic ipate in a Knowledge Shar ing Event (KSE) related to their  project
BMP. The el ig ib le invoice and KSE part ic ipat ion dates for  projects approved
dur ing this intake are January 1,  2024, to January 31, 2025. Since this
program supports the implementat ion of  a pract ice on appl icable acres,  the
pract ice must be implemented in order for  the cost-share to be paid.  No
extensions wi l l  be granted as th is program ends in March 2025. Informat ion
is avai lable at :  ht tps: / /programguides.ontar iosoi lcrop.org/program/?
cat=fonds-dact ion-pour- le-c l imat-a- la- ferme,on-farm-cl imate-act ion-fund.

The Species at Risk Partnership on Agricultural  Lands (SARPAL)
program funds conservat ion act ions focused on support ing 12 target
Species at  Risk.  The next intake for SARPAL opens May 14, 2024, at  9am
and wi l l  c lose when the budget is fu l ly  al located. El ig ib le invoice dates are
from Apri l  1,  2024, to December 15, 2024. 

The Nature Smart Climate Readiness Program  is  current ly accept ing
appl icat ions.  Nature Smart  helps support  nature-based solut ions to store
and capture carbon, mit igate the impacts of  c l imate change, improve water
qual i ty and contr ibute to biodiversi ty on farms. This program involves a
compet i t ive bid process for projects that  support  conservat ion or
restorat ion of  grasslands, wet lands and r ipar ian buffer zones. The total
cost  for  a project  must be ident i f ied,  wi th farmers making a cost-share
funding request (bid).  The f i rst  intake of  th is three-year program al lows
retroact ive costs back to Apr i l  1,  2023, through to March 31, 2024.  No
closing date has been announced yet.  Informat ion is avai lable at :
ht tps: / /programguides.ontar iosoi lcrop.org/program/?cat=nature-smart-
c l imate-readiness-program.
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Sign up to the OSCIA Programs Mail ing List  to receive emai l  not i f icat ions on
program launches and intake announcements as they are made:
www.ontar iosoi lcrop.org/subscr ibe-to-our-programs-mai l ing- l is t /  

I f  you have quest ions,  please vis i t  www.ontar iosoi lcrop.org/contact /  to f ind local
and regional  SCIA contacts,  as wel l  as Cl ient  Services Staf f  to assist  you i f  you
have any quest ions about the programs of fered by OSCIA.

As part  of  the Sustainable CAP, the Resil ient Agricultural  Landscapes
Program (RALP)  launched in 2023. Intake 1 opened in October 2023 and is
ant ic ipated to c lose in ear ly 2024. RALP is a funding program to support
farmers in making their  agr icul tural  lands more product ive and resi l ient .  I t
supports projects in the categor ies of  Natural  Grassland Establ ishment,
Perennial  Biomass and Warm Season Pastures,  Reduced Ti l lage, Tree and
Shrub Plant ings,  Water Retent ion Features and Wetlands. A second intake
of th is program is expected to open in late spr ing,  2024.
The Biosecurity Enhancement Init iat ive  is  del ivered direct ly through
OMAFRA (Ontar io Ministry of  Agr icul ture,  Food and Rural  Af fa i rs) ,  but
OSCIA del ivered biosecur i ty webinars are strongly recommended when
applying for funding. The Biosecur i ty Enhancement In i t iat ive supports the
areas of  reducing animal heal th r isk,  t raceabi l i ty ,  p lant  heal th,  and pest
management.  OMAFRA’s intake opened September 19, 2023, and wi l l  be
open unt i l  January 6,  2025. Detai ls can be found on
https: / /www.ontar io.ca/page/sustainable-canadian-agr icul tural-
partnership#sect ion-1

NOTES
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Craig Leroy, Dairy Solutions Special ist ,  EastGen

EASTERN ONTARIO DAIRY DAYS 2024

Craig LeRoy has a BSc(Agr) in Animal Science from Universi ty of
Guelph and a Masters in Populat ion Medicine from OVC. As
Dairy Solut ions Special ist  he is an on-farm consul tant partner ing
with c l ients to improve prof i tabi l i ty  of  their  herds by f inding
reproduct ive and genet ic based solut ions.  Craig wi l l  share how to
manage herd inventory for  better ef f ic iency and prof i t  for  your
dairy.  

Managing Dairy Herd Inventory
Inventory management plays a large role in a herd’s prof i tabi l i ty .  I t  is  not
only important to create the r ight  number of  replacements but also create the
r ight  replacements.  Though the pr ice of  f resh cows has increased, the pr ice
of rais ing a hei fer  s igni f icant ly increased as wel l  ($3,521 to $7,207 Lactanet,
2023).  Knowing your costs and the markets that  are avai lable to sel l  surplus
animals to can help you make informed decis ions for your business. Sett ing
your herd’s goals and st icking to a plan are key to making genet ic progress
for your operat ion.  Developing a breeding strategy using tools such as sexed
semen, beef semen and genomic test ing can increase your herd’s genet ic
gains s igni f icant ly.  Select ing the r ight  dairy bul ls that  best f i t  your herd is
important for  genet ic gains but so is select ing the r ight  beef bul ls.  Making
sure you are creat ing the beef cross calves that the growers and consumers
are demanding wi l l  create higher prof i t  for  the whole value chain.            



BDO
Jean-François Gratton 
613-443-5201

EastGen 
Tara Reynolds
1-888-821-2150

Britespan Building Systems Inc
Fraser Beatty
1-800-407-5846

Farm Credit Canada
1-800-387-3232

Brodie Ag & Industrial
Steven Quaile
343-242-4147

Grand Valley Fortifiers
Jeff Keunen 
519-621-4400

Cargill Animal Nutrition
Gary Brown 
613-266-7380

Lactanet
Caroline Labrie
1-800-549-4373

Cummings Painting Inc
Tara Cummings
613-445-2982

McDougall Brown Insurance
Allister Brown 
613-258-5991

Desjardins Business 
Yvan Basinet 
613-222-4992

Meyerhans Custom Farming
William Slykhuis
613-713-3704

Derks Elevator Inc.
Martin Derks
613-229-1718

New Life Mills
Michelle Innis
226-753-9853

DMD Enterprises Inc.
Jason & Marlene Sauvė 
613-524-5453

OFA
Ruth Vogel 
613-213-3960

Dundas Agri Systems
Levi DeJong
613-652-4844

O’Farrell Wealth & Estate Planning
Ben Medynski
613-258-1997

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS EXHIBITORS
EASTERN ONTARIO DAIRY DAYS 2024
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Professional Investments
Gordon French 
613-384-7511

Sun-North Systems Ltd.
Joan Wood 
519-527-2470

Quality Seeds
Doug Baker 
905-856-7333

TD Agriculture Services 
Kelly Fawcett-Mathers
613-668-2782

Royal Bank of Canada
Dianne Gracie
437-995-3813

We Can Contracting Inc
Joey Van Koppen 
613-551-3445

Select Sires Canada
Michael Hall 
613-258-3800

Zoetis Canada
Paul-Antoine Dorion
514-459-3000

Speare Seeds Ltd
Brent Corrigan
613-668-7105

Catering Services
https://lesfinsbecs.com/
Tel 613-524-3108

Printing Services
https://www.pxl-works.com/
Tel 613-256-1033

St Albert Cheese
https://fromagestalbert.com/
Tel 613-987-2872

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS EXHIBITORS
EASTERN ONTARIO DAIRY DAYS 2024

THANK YOU TO OUR SERVICE PROVIDERS 
AND EVENT SUPPORTERS
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